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pine paving should be treated in the green condition after
being well steamed. All blocks, even if thoroughly air-
seasoned, should be well steamed. While it is true that a
preliminary and final vacuum greatly retarded bleeding and
to some extent the swelling of air-seasoned wood, a preliminary
vacuum will tend to make the absorption of oil too rapid
during treatment, resulting in uneven penetration. A
steaming period is, therefore, advisable to render the absorption
less rapid and allow a longer and more intense pressure period
to be applied. Furthermore, if seasoned blocks are steamed,
they will take up moisture and expand and should be less
liable to give trouble from swelling after laying in the street.
For these reasons it would be preferable to treat green material
when it is possible to obtain it. fe* <
" If for any reason the blocks cannot be laid soon after
treatment, they should be covered and perhaps wetted occa-
sionally to prevent them from drying out. It is likely that
if the blocks are wet when laid, expansion troubles will be
much reduced, provided a good job of laying is done.
" It would seem to be desirable to give a vacuum treatment
after the steaming period and also after the oil has been
removed from the cylinder. If tar mixtures are used, a final
steam bath should succeed the final vacuum to remove carbon
and dirt from the blocks.
" Absorptions of over 16 pounds per cubic foot hardly seem
necessary. Data are available which show that heavier
absorptions do not greatly retard swelling and they tend to
increase bleeding.
" It seems very likely that the reasons why some pavements
bleed while others do not may very often be traced to the
method used in treatment. A plant treating green material
would resort to a steaming and vacuum treatment with the
result probably that the blocks would give no trouble. The
same plant, perhaps, would later treat seasoned material
without steaming it or giving it a vacuum treatment. This
would be the simplest method of treating such timber as much
time would be saved, and these operations would seem unneces-
sary.
" These tests do not indicate that the use of tar mixtures
prevent swelling, although they tend to' retard it The